Teacher name:  Jennifer Davis

Title of Lesson Plan:  What is Islam?  Who are Muslims?  Introduction to the Unit on                             Islam and Muslim Civilizations

Subject:  World History 1 

Grade Level: 9 (Track 1- Honors)

Time Frame:  180 min.  (4 class periods)

Goal:  - To allow students to face their own stereotypes and misconceptions that they have about the religion of Islam and Muslims.

           - To demonstrate that Islam is a religion that crosses many barriers in terms of countries, cultures and languages, and that fact in itself makes in difficult to generalize or stereotype “all” Muslims.

Objectives:  Students will:

· Define the meaning of stereotype

· Reflect on their own biases and stereotypes of Islam and Muslims

· Collaborate in a group setting to compare their ideas

· Examine maps and statistics of percentages of Muslims in various countries to show the diversity that exists within the Muslim community

· Analyze one country and answer the following questions:

· How many Muslims live in this country?

· What languages do the Muslims speak in this country?

· Approx. when did Islam come to this country?

· What are the roles of Islamic men and women in this country?

· Does Islam influence the country’s laws?

· What ethnic groups practice Islam in this country?

· What traditions do the Muslim people have in this country?

· To what degree is Islam the focus of life in this country?

· Create and present a power point presentation to show their research and answers to the above questions

· Write a one-page summary on what they can conclude about Islam from listening to the other groups presentations

State Standards Addressed:  8.1 Historical Analysis and Skill Development






8.1.9 A., B., C.

                                                  8.4 World History






8.4.12 C., D.

Materials:  markers, large paper, tape, computer lab access (Lab C), power point, maps of Europe, Southeast Asia, South Asia, Africa, Middle East, North America

Directions:


Day 1- Exploring Stereotypes and Misunderstandings of Islam and Muslims

· Students will be placed in groups of four (6 groups total)

· Each groups will get one large piece of paper, tape, and a marker

· In each group there will be one recorder and one speaker representing the group (5 min.)

· 10 minutes to answer the following questions:

· What are the first words or ideas that come to your mind when you hear the words Islam or Muslim?

· How are Muslims similar or different from non-Muslims?  Why?

· When time is up each group’s speaker will come to the board to hang up their paper and explain their group’s choices (15 min.)

· Conclude with group discussion and questions on the day’s activity

Day 2- Islam Around the Globe

· Students will report to the computer lab

· Each group will be given a map of one of the following regions:  Europe, Southeast Asia, South Asia, Middle East, North America, Africa

· Each country in these regions will have a percentage written on it as to how many Muslims live in that country

· The recorder of each group will write on the board the top three countries with the highest percentages of Muslims (5 min.)

· We will compare these countries- Do any surprise the students?  Which country has the highest percentage? Etc. (5 min.)

· Students will then be asked to choose one of the countries in their region for further research and answer the questions above in a power point format (35 min.)

· Each student will be responsible for at least one question and will present that to the class (all 8 must be answered as best as possible, but each students must research and present AT LEAST one question and answer)

Day 3- Presentations
· Students will have 5 min. to finish their presentations

· Each student must talk during the group’s presentation to receive participation credit

· Students will be assigned the one-page summary before presentations begin and will be responsible for paying attention and taking notes during class time

· Presentations – 6 min. per presentation

· Homework- One-page summary due tomorrow

Closure:   Day 4- The groups will meet for the last time and share with each other their one-page summaries.  One summary will be chosen by the group to be read to the class.  This will tie up the previous three days.  There will be plenty of time for the students to ask questions of each other and the teacher.  These activities will prepare the students to have a wider understanding of the variations and subtleties of Islam in today’s world before studying the origins and spread of Islam in detail.

Assessment:  After all presentations are complete students will write a one-page summary on what they can conclude about Islam from listening to their peers research.  This assignment will be worth one homework grade, and should be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font

Participation in-group and presentation- 10 points

Summary- 10 points

Total- 20 points

Resources:  Archbishop Ryan High School Library Site and Electronic Databases, Wikipedia- Islam by Country, Maps from reproducible atlas 

