
Nancy Kurtz

The Art of the Early River Civilizations


World History I

Grades 9 and 10

Three Class days  (135 minutes)
Goal:  To make the peoples discussed in the Four Great River Civilizations unit become more real to the students through examination of their art. (These lessons would come at the end of  an entire unit on the history of the Great River Civilizations including Mesopotamia, China and India)

Objectives:

1.  Students will learn differences and similarities between the earliest world art 


     and the people who created the art


2.  Students will analyze a piece of art work based in their own aesthetic ideals


     and those of the people of the area


3.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the cultural ideas of the earliest


     peoples through written and oral presentations

State Standards:

Materials:  
Computers with internet access

Question sheet

Projector with computer / internet capabilities in classroom

Directions:

Day 1

1.  (25 minutes)  Teacher will begin class by asking students to brainstorm a list of items, images, figures, etc that represent  for them divine power (this can be from any religion that is recognizable to the students), American cities, death, writing symbols (focus on alphabet), clothing and personal adornment.  Try to keep students focused on their own culture and cultural symbols that are real for them.


~After a strong list is complete, ask students if this list is unique to the culture of


America.  Discuss which things may be and which parts may not be.


~Ask students how these items help to define the American culture.

2.  (15 minutes)  Show students 5 selected images from the Metropolitan Museum’s Art  the First Cities:  The Third Millennium B.C. from the Mediterranean to the Indus (http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/First_Cities/firstcities_main.htm).  This can be any mix of themes and areas.


~Ask students what they think each piece was used for.


~Do they think that the art seen tells us something about the culture?  If yes, what?

3.  (5 minutes) Break students into 6 groups.  Have one representative of each group come to the front of the room and pick a theme from a hat.  Each theme corresponds with the themes found on the Met Museum website 

· Masterpieces

· Cities

· The Divine World

· Death and Burial

· Writing

· Clothing and Personal Adornment

Assign homework - tonight each person has to list three types of images they think they will see when they view art work dealing with their theme from the 3rd millennium early River Civilizations.

 Day 2 - Students will report to the computer lab.

1.  (5 minutes) Randomly share some of the ideas generated from the homework the night before.  

2.  (40 minutes)  Sitting together in their groups, students will look at The Met Explore and Learn website which will be bookmarked for their easy access.  Each group will be given a worksheet with the questions below and will use the images found under their theme to answer the questions.

Worksheet questions:

Your group will be working with the ideas and images found after clicking on your particular theme.  You must explore a minimum of there areas on the map on the second screen.  Answers must be complete.  Be prepared to discuss your findings with the class.

1.  What is your theme?

2.  Which three areas of the world did you examine?

3.  Name the work of art you looked at from each area of the world.

4.  Describe each work of art that you looked at.  What was its purpose?  What design techniques were used?  What significance do these techniques have if any?

5.  How is your theme represented in different ways in the various areas of the world you explored?  How is your theme represented in similar ways?  

6.  What does each work of art tell you about the culture you are looking at?

Pick the one piece of art your group found most interesting and / or appealing and save it to the classroom file on the school server.

Day 3

1.  (10 minutes)  Students will get together in their groups to prepare a presentation on their favorite piece of art work from their theme.  They will need to include the following information:


~What the piece is called.


~Where the piece is from


~What the piece was used for


~What they liked about the piece, why they found it interesting


~How they believe it represents the culture they were studying

2.  (30 minutes) Students will project their piece of art on the classroom projector from the file server and then discuss their piece using the information above.  Each group will have approximately 5 minutes to present.  Students or teacher may ask questions during the presentation.

Closure:  For homework that night, students will write a simple paragraph describing something they learned from one other group.  The paragraph should be approximately 6 sentences long and should include at least three main details from the presentation.

Assessment:  Below is the grading Rubric for this project


Question Worksheet / research

25 points


Analysis of Art Work 



15 points


Presentation style / question responses
15 points


Homework # 1 questions


  5 points


Homework # 2 reaction paper


10 points 





TOTAL


75 points

Resources

Website:  http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/First_Cities/firstcities_main.htm

