Lesson:  Oral History, The African Griots

Standards: This lesson addresses two of the four standard statements within the academic standards for history; 1). Political and Cultural Contributions of Individuals and Groups and 2). Primary Documents, Material Artifacts and Historical Places.

AIM: What were the origins of the kingdom of Mali?  What is a Griot?  Who was Sundiata?

RESOURCES:  A good website to get info on the Legend of Sundiata

· http://www.isidore-of-seville.com/mansa/1.html
MOTIVATION:  What are examples of modern storytelling (books, film, art, music?)

DEFINE:  GRIOT?

· Keepers of Oral tradition

· Memorized tribal history and genealogies

· Used stories, poems, songs and proverbs

EPIC OF SUNDIATA:  Great king of Mali

VOCAB ACTIVITY:  Define genealogy, Griot (since lineage was important emphasize “son of …or daughter of…), prophecy, proverb, art of eloquence

ACTIVITY:  Acting out the story of Sundiata

· Divide students into groups of four or five

· Explain that we are going to act out the scenes of “The Legend of Sundiata” using a Griot (narrator) and having student groups broken down into actors and Griot. 

· Work in groups developing skits on Sundiata

· Show skits

WRAP UP:  Ask “What was the AIM today”

