Celina Velez

Storyline Drum Circle

General Music

Jr. High

2 Days

Goal:

I want students to connect storytelling and music (a storysong).  I want students to create rhythmic motives and to be able to play their rhythmic lines independently.

Objectives:

The student will be able to performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 


The student will be able to improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 


The student will be able to analyze and describe the type of music that should accompany the story line.  Students will evaluate their own compositions and over all performance.

 
National Standards:
1.  Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 


2.  Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 


4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

 
7. Evaluating music and music performances. 


8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts

Materials:

- Abiyoyo by Peter Seeger (If possible, with the recording)

- Assorted small hand percussion instruments (egg shakers, Orff instruments, hand drums, bells, rhythm sticks, boom whackers, etc.)

-  Packets for each group of key phrases from the story (see Prep Work)

Directions:

Prep work:  Create packets for each group containing the following:

-  Select 2-3 key phrases from each section of the story.  Copy or write out these phrases and distribute one set of phrases to the class who will be in groups of 3 - 5 students.

Examples of phrases: 
too many tricks
/
Abiyoyo, biyoyo, biyoyo


clink, clunk, clonk, clink, clunk
/
He’ll eat you alive
/
ztt, ztt, ztt
-  A sheet of manuscript paper for each student in the group.

1.  (Hook)  Have students sit in a large circle on the floor.  Tell them that today in music class, we will be reading a story and later we will create a soundtrack or accompaniment for the story.

2.  Read the story of Abiyoyo.  Do not use the audiobook for the first reading of the story.

(so that they students don't hear Pete Seeger’s interpretation of the boy's song).  

3.  After finishing the first reading of Abiyoyo discuss the mood at the different points in the plot.  For each mood, ask students to briefly describe sounds or musical ideas that would help to promote the given mood.

4.  Break students up into their groups and hand out a packet to each group.  (Analysis) For each phrase in their packet, the students must write a brief rhythmic pattern (1- 3 measures) using actual note-values that match the syllabic pattern of their phrases.  Play the audio storybook softly in the background.

5.  Once the students have composed their musical phrases, have the students select what instrument(s) should play the rhythms from the instruments available in the classroom.

6.  Give the groups time to rehearse their compositions; both chanting the phrases as they play, and playing the rhythmic phrases without the words.

7.  Once all the groups have rehearsed with their instruments, have the students perform their rhythmic patterns for their classmates.

8.  Re-read the story, but during each section, have students from the various group softly chant and play their rhythmic patterns.  If possible, record this performance and analyze it as a class at a later time.

9.  (Assessment) Each student will write a few sentences describing what rhythm they wrote, why they chose the specific instrument to play it, and how they accomplished writing for the mood.

10.  (Closure) Discuss the difference between plainly reading the story and reading it with the drum-circle accompaniments.  Ask some of the following questions:

How is our class’ accompaniment different from the accompaniment heard on the tape/CD?

What was it like writing music to pre-set words?

How would your rhythm have changed if you did not need to accompany certain words?

Why did you select the specific instrument to perform your rhythm?

What part of the accompaniment helped to create the mood of the story?

What instruments or rhythms did not 'fit' the mood of the story? Why don't they fit?

What other stories would you like to make a background?

What other rhythms would fit well in the story with the instruments available?

11.  Have the students perform their composition for another class or in an assembly.

