Statistics of Muslim Populations World-wide and in USA

Students examine http://www.islamicpopulation.com/world_general.html, which collects statistics primarily from the CIA World Fact Book.  Discuss the information in the data charts.  Be sure that students are clear about how many zeros to add to numbers and what the column headings mean.   Allow students to cut and paste charts into Excel and graph data with minimal direction.  Debrief.  Establish which types of graphs display the information in a useful form.

Divide students into five groups and assign a region to each group.  Each group then graphs their specific data.  Students write captions and conclusions.

Students search for additional data to answer questions that arise through discussion, such as:  

· Data that shows population trends through time.

· More detailed data about a particular country or region

· Data that compares Muslim populations to other religious groups

After students find additional data, discrepancies between sources should be evident and will lead to rich discussion and possible further research.  

Parallel activities can be done about US Muslim population distribution using http://www.islam101.com/history/population2_usa.html.
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