Multicultural Teaching Utilizing Indian Art 

Lesson Plan

Introduction: This lesson is designed for a class that I teach in an Art Teacher Certification Program. The class may be the first art education class the students have taken, so the lesson is oriented toward learning about art education and the elements of effective teaching. This lesson utilizes content from the 2007 University of Pennsylvania Institute for teachers, especially the lecture on the arts of India. The materials presented can be adapted to the needs of the teachers and students who utilize them. 

Goals: 1. To introduce techniques for presenting multicultural art 

            2. To introduce learning about the art of India as an example of a valuable art

                education experience              

            3. To introduce connections between literacy and art education

            4. To introduce connections between art education and social studies

Motivation and Activities: Indian music will be playing as students come into the classroom. A pre-prepared packet containing images and a map of India will be given to students. They will be instructed to look at the map first and ask the class about what they see on the map or know already about India. The teacher will then ask students to choose an image and write a response that includes a description of the image, why they chose that image and anything they know about the image. The students should be told that their choice does not have to be an image they are familiar with.

(See handout for this lesson. The images can be printed or shown as a digital projections, but should be shown together so that students can reflect on their choice.)

The six images are listed below:

1. Standing Lady, Rabindranath Tagore, watercolor, c.1930

2. Dancing Girl- Mohenjo-Daro, Indus valley, c. 2500-1500 BC

3. Snake Charmer, Rajasthani, Bundi, c. 1760-1770 AD 17.2x 27.3 cms.

4. Taj Mahal, Agra, Construction began in1632 and was completed in1648

5. Radha Dressed as Shiva, Pahari, Kangra, 19th century  AD

6.Victoria Terminus (Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus), Mumbai, 1888 

7. Buddhist Sculpture, Gupta, 5th Century AD, Sarnath, Uttar Pradesh

The teacher will direct students to the map of India and ask students what they know already about India.  Students will then share their responses, each taking time to tell about why they chose the image. The teacher will give students time to share in groups first so that students who have chosen the same image can share to make sure everyone has a chance to contribute to the conversation. 

After this the teacher will ask the students to analyze the activity that they just did by answering the questions: What did you just accomplish? Why were you asked to do this and how did you feel doing this piece of writing and sharing your responses? The teacher should emphasize that students were utilizing what they already knew to make connections to the art and explain that this method of activating prior knowledge is an effective way to bring students into an activity. Also, this activity is something everyone is capable of doing and should allow each student to participate, thus feeling part of the community of learners. The teacher should discuss the importance of making connections to the literacy and social studies curriculum areas to validate art as a vital part of the school curriculum and the importance of non-Western art in the curriculum and to make the school curriculum more meaningful for visual learners.The teacher will discuss the importance of art teaching that promotes understanding and tolerance. 

Next students will be asked to work in groups to brainstorm the following: 

What additional questions a teacher might ask students?

What additional ways to connect the Indian art examined in this lesson to students’ own culture? That is, what bridges can the students envision? (A bridge is a portion of a lesson that brings in the students’ own culture)

Possible answers might be: What objects in your culture are important in describing the identity or history of your culture? What objects would you choose to represent the U.S.?

What would be an effective hook (part of a presentation that is added to get students’ attention)?

Indian food, Indian dress, post photos from Indian life or photos of Ghandi ( the Ghandi Microsoft add)

What activity might the students be asked to do (including research) to complete this activity incorporating art skills??

Possible answers: 

· In response to the paintings of Snake Charmer and Standing Woman by Tagore, discuss the position of the women in Indian society and their dress (head covering), develop images of objects from your own culture that describe your culture. Use them in a composition that utilizes the characteristics of miniature painting.

· In response to the movement in the Mohenjo Daro woman figure, create a clay figure that depicts a figure in motion that symbolizes an important activity in U.S. culture (sport, dance, everyday life action).

· In response to the Taj Mahal, have students research the elements of Islamic architecture and then develop a cardboard model of their own design for a building with the elements of Islamic architecture.

· Have students research religion in India then create their own version of an Indian god or goddess and depict that deity in a contemporary setting. Relate the to Painting of Radha Dressed as Shiva.

· Observe pattern in the art works discussed, especially the Taj Mahal. Research pattern in Indian art and then utilize Indian pattern in the students’ own designs/textiles. 

The teacher will then ask the students to share what they have discussed. 

The teacher will then present the following teaching techniques that could be utilized as 

teaching techniques in presenting multicultural lessons. The list below is composed of bridges and hooks.

· Graphic organizers- Mind map

· K-W-L 

· Journaling: Ask students what is the significance of an image? What is the artist telling you, what is the artist’s intent? What do you see?

· Write in response to an art object (students can choose from images that are posted on the board or images from a handout)

· Write a list of words in response to an art object

· After viewing work from another culture, what would yours look like??? Students create their own art works using characteristics of a specific art form. Theirs is not to be a copy but a means of utilizing the concepts and techniques of the art form being studied.

· Choose an art object and describe how it reflects the culture that used or created it

· Write a letter to an artist- Each letter must have the following: Introduce yourself. State one thing you notice. Ask a question.

· Text rendering

Conclusion: 

Students will be asked to write a short statement in response to the following quote from F. Graeme Chalmers, Celebrating Pluralism: Art, Education and Cultural Diversity, pages 3-4 

“By respecting our differences and by celebrating what we have in common, we who make up this culturally diverse society can hold it together. We may be from different ethnic groups and have different social and economic backgrounds, religions, genders, ages, occupations, sexual orientations and so on, in but our reasons for making art, for exhibiting art and using art, there is much that unites us.” 
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