Bonnee L. Breese

Overbrook High School, Philadelphia, PA

English Language Arts: Honors & Special Education Teacher

Grades: 9th & 12th
“Motivations of Africa in the Message”

Goal: For students to increase knowledgeable Africa conversation about common beliefs and truths, that transcend, race, gender, age and culture through art, music and symbols.

Audience: This lesson is designed with students in the Philadelphia School District in mind. There are upwards of 80% African-American students enrolled, representing a large majority of the total student population. In addition, the School District of Philadelphia has mandated the implementation of African-American History and African-American Literature to the curriculum. This lesson can serve as an additional instructional resource for teachers.

Objectives: students will increase their awareness of hip-hop music in African countries. Students will use African symbols to indicate personality traits in their families’ lives in America. Students will develop written works based upon photographic art of people across the continent. The Pennsylvania Academic State Standards addressed in the lesson represented are from History; Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening; and the Arts & Humanities.

Materials: Projection and audio system, Internet access, notebook paper, pens/pencils, unlined large chart paper, colored markers or oil pastel crayons. This lesson can be used without technology in the classroom, the teacher will have to print and enlarge selections from the photo and symbol presentation, and CD’s can be purchased and played from a boom box.

Procedure: Day 1 (30-45 minutes) – Begin the lesson by playing African rap music as students enter the class. On the board, as pre-classwork – write the question: “What is the music saying to you?” Students must write in their notebooks what they think is being said in the music. Some may understand the dialectic intonations however; most will not know what is said. For the classwork part of the lesson, as the music still plays in the background, have students choose three symbols from the chart that you will have displayed on the screen for the online source. They will need to record or trace the symbol’s shape and record the meaning in their notebooks. Assignment: Have students create a five-paragraph story using their chosen symbols and referring to the musical interpretation.

Day 2 (45 minutes) – Begin again playing music while the students enter the room. Have instructions written on the board before they enter the class. Set up room so that students can sit in groups of six. Place a print of an African painting in the middle of each desk set. (Prints can be obtained from your local museum or from an online source) Ask students to consider: What is the artist trying to convey in the art’s message? What is the purpose of placement and color use? What story might be told from the art? Allow student groups to share ideas and outlooks within the group itself. Assign: Have students complete their written story or poem for homework. 

Day 3 – use the PowerPoint photo presentation, have students choose two of their favorite photos and tell a story about the people, the places, and what they are saying to the photographer. Follow all the instructions for Day 2.

Day 4 – (45 minutes) Play the music of the children on this day, only music students have not yet heard. Celebrate Africa in the words of the students. Have students share their work with the class. Supply African materials and clothing, so that students can drape themselves in the splendor of the continent. Allow students to create a live show and videotape the presentation use as a podcast.

Assessments: Students will have written a clear and concise story. Students will have completed a five-paragraph essay. Students will participate in the activities of the entire four-day lesson.  

Resources

Websites

African symbols: http://www.jendayicollection.com/symbols.htm and http://africanhistory.about.com/od/stencils/a/Stencil_Adinkra.htm

African Music: http://www.afropop.org/, http://www.africanhiphopradio.com

Photos across the continent: http://www.olympus-global.com/en/event/DITLA/index.html

Museums: Philadelphia Museum of Art, African-American Museum in Philadelphia, and University of Penn Museum

