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African American History

I. Objective: Introduce students to the concept of the Talking Drum. This lesson will take  45 minutes of a class period. The grade level is assumed to be 9 to 12 grade.
II. Materials: Projector, computer with internet access OR overhead projector and transparencies, cassette player, handouts. NOTE – some of the video links might require approval as youtube is blocked on some district servers. 
III. Structure of the lesson:

A. Introduction – how do we communicate? How did ancient people communicate? 5m
B. Example of a bugle call - http://usscouts.org/mb/Assembly.html Play bugle call and discuss why it might have been needed. 5m
C. Morse code – Mini-lesson on telegraph. Activity – write your name in Morse code. Use handout. 5m
D. Brief Description of tonal languages – what does it mean to be a tonal language? http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/language/tonal.html This website can be used as a reference. 5m
E. Intro to talking drums – what are they when and where and how were they used. Distribute handouts and discuss. 5m

F. Activity - Students will learn how to play “assembly” on drums. Follow the directions on http://www.philtulga.com/Drum%20Language.html for how to play assembly, or “everyone should come”. Students will place one book on their desktop. They will use the book and the desktop to create two different tones. 10m 
G. Watch video of African drumming. Nigerian Talking Drum with Baba Awe

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SbM1lWg5UwU  and Djembe African drums 02-Sankule and Kadi http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bBzM59SA6E 10m

H. Review – What did we learn? 5m
IV. Motivation for the lesson: Students will become acquainted with different types of nonverbal communication.
VII. Closure: Are there any similarities between “assembly” on the drums and on the bugle? Do you know any other kinds of nonverbal communication?
VIII. Assignment/Assessment: Come to class tomorrow prepared to give one example of nonverbal communication encountered in daily life. 
IX. Adaptations/Accommodations: Students will work in pairs. Teacher will speak clearly and loudly. Instructions will be given verbally.
XI. Standards: 8.1.9.A, 8.1.9.B, 8.1.9 C, 8.1.9 D

