LESSON PLAN OUTLINE SHEET



Donna Haines   7/22/07

The University of Pennsylvania Summer Institute 2007: "The Arts of Africa, Asia and the Middle East: An Exploration of Art, Music and Film”
World Region:  West Africa

Title:  Examples of Justice systems and practices in Western Africa, circa late 20th century (an extension of the 6th Grade Social Studies unit on Ancient African Kingdoms)

Subject:  6th Grade Art

Time Frame: 3 forty-five minute lessons in art class-one for research, two for art making

Goal: Students will research traditional African belief systems, then create and describe in writing a costumed wooden figure representing an important social value or belief

Objectives:

Students will: 

-explore other perspectives on ways to promote and address civil justice, accountability, and social responsibility by exploring African objects used for community time-honored rituals for recording agreements and events, resolving disagreements, or for holding individuals accountable for transgressions.  

- research, share, and discuss traditional African beliefs and systems of justice.

-create a decorative wooden figure to symbolize an important social value of his/her own

-write a description of the meaning and symbolism of the figure and its materials

- teach others about what they have learned by displaying their art work with a brief written description, and in a brief oral presentation to the other 6th grade class.

Materials for art work: assorted size and shapes wood pieces, cloth, glue, paint, yarn, beads, wire

Inquiry Method:

1. Hook:  What can you present to the students to get their interest?

African drumming music playing in the background.   The map of Africa will be on display on whiteboard using a digital projector; reproductions of the two figures listed above will be given to students.

2. Have students generate questions.  Students will be asked to write silently first; describe what you see, what might the intention/meaning/use of this piece be?  What are the materials used in this piece?  What questions do you have about it?

3. Research-what and how will you have your students conduct research?  Students will read descriptions about the uses of these figures in teaching, promoting traditional religious and social beliefs, values, and codes of conduct. (Further research could included looking in the library and on the internet for more information about African traditional social belief systems) 

4. Bridges-what connections can you help students make between their researched culture and their own culture?  What information can you give students to supplement their research?  Students will be asked to create a costumed figure that holds symbolic meaning about an important value or belief of their own, represented in the materials and image they make (This presentation will be linked to a long term unit on Ancient African Kingdoms and Traditions in Social Studies.  Students can discuss and compare our judicial system to the customs and rituals connected to the figures presented in art class.)

5. Processing: how will students draw a conclusion from their research?  Students will their finished figures with a brief written description about its symbolism and message.  They may present these objects to other students on the culminating day of the study, when the entire grade holds an African Feast to present African music, dance, writing, and celebrations based on their studies

Resources for study and research:

The source of the reference materials for this unit is the teaching kit from the Philadelphia Museum of Art, called “African Art, African Voices:  Long Steps Never Broke a Back.”  I attended the teacher workshop during the exhibition, and received a resource kit containing prints of current and older African art works with extensive background and historical information, as well as a CD of African drumming pieces, maps, and a truly extensive list of suggested research materials and web links.

Map of Africa: http://www.philamuseum.org/micro_sites/exhibitions/africanart/resource_book/intro_map.pdf
Wooden Sculpture, Standing Figure: Nkondi late nineteenth century, Democratic Republic of Congo: 

http://www.philamuseum.org/micro_sites/exhibitions/africanart/resource_book/object_text.pdf
Basinjom Mask and Gown:

http://www.philamuseum.org/micro_sites/exhibitions/africanart/resource_book/object_text.pdf
Suggested books and references:

http://www.philamuseum.org/micro_sites/exhibitions/africanart/resource_book/recommended.pdf
A Map comparing the size of Africa to China, Europe, and the U.S.

http://www.philamuseum.org/micro_sites/exhibitions/africanart/resource_book/Africa_HowBig.pdf
