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Summer Institute on Teaching About Islam:

Lessons and Activities
Activity 1: 
Images 
Materials

· Several images of a wide range of Muslims from regions around the world

Individual

Have pictures displayed for students to see when they walk in, as well as the directions.

Can either have students write or just think about their answers.

· What do you think all these people have in common?

· What evidence are you relying on to come to your decision?

· What differences can you see?

· What differences might there that you cannot see?

Small Group

Have students share thoughts about the images and answers to the questions. 

Sts can take notes or record discussion and should report out in some way.

Whole Group

Have each group share. 

Afterwards, have students write down at least two questions they have about the people 

in the images after discussion.

Tell the students that all the images are of Muslims from around the world.
Have sts write their answers to the following (probably on same page with questions):


· What do you know about Islam and Muslims?”

· What do you wonder or want to know about Islam and Muslims?”

Activity 2:
Video

Materials:

· List of “I” statements (copy for you or also copies for students)

· Signs or designated areas for “Agree/Yes” and “Disagree/No”

· Video Clip – “Muslim Teens Talk”   Segment 1: Fitting In (8 m)

Part I:

“I” statements

(This activity works best when teacher reads and kids stand and move. A sit down version would be to have the kids just individually fill out a sheet with the questions on it.)
This activity should be done in silence! (Tough to get, but valuable)

Students should stand as a group in the center between the two areas (agree/disagree). 

Read “I” statements one at a time.

Without talking, students should decide whether that statement does or does not apply to them.  There is no standing in the middle; they must choose a side.

After each statement, ask students to notice where people are and then have them come 

back to center.

List of “I” statements: Examples

I am different when I’m at school than I am when I’m at home.

I feel comfortable saying what I think or feel.

People have made assumptions about me.

There has been at least one instance where I didn’t say what I thought because I didn’t know how others would react.

I sometimes question who I am.

I have made assumptions about other people.

I feel accepted by my peers.

My home life and my school life are separate.

I feel understood.

I feel like an outsider.

I feel proud of who I am.

There are parts of me that I keep to myself or only my closest friends.

There are a lot of people at school that are like me.

Sometimes I feel like I have a lot of responsibility.

Sometimes I feel like I have to prove myself to others.

Part II:
Video Clip and Discussion

During video clip, students should think of their answer to the following:

· What was most striking or important to you?

Discussion can happen either in just whole group or small groups and then whole group.

Have students share answers to focus question and discuss.

The goal is not just to share comments but also to gather questions.

Could use the following to facilitate discussion:

· Ask students to compare/contrast their answers and observations during the “I” statements to what these teens were saying in the video.

· What were some of the topics that came up in the discussion? 

· What were some things in the video you didn’t expect?

· What were some of the differences in experiences?

· What defines a person’s identity? 

· What happens when people have more than one identity?

· Thinking of the various facets of your identity, how would you prioritize or rank them?

Activity 3:

Geography 

Materials:

· Map of world (if possible, large for whole class involvement or could adapt activity for small individual maps)

· Something to mark locations (depends on map material -- dots, stickers, markers – and preferably multiple colors, shapes, etc.)

· Individual person cards representing people from a wide range of Muslim societies and the variances within them (gender, class, city/rural, etc.) and maybe even an image --- need one for each student in a large class or multiples for each in a small class

Lead In
Have sts think about the following:

· Based on the images, where do you think Muslims live?

Ask for volunteers to place a mark (preferably all same kind) on the map in one location 

where they think Muslims live.

Person-to-Person Activity 

Individual

Give each student a card or cards. 

On the cards should be an invented description (based on research) of a Muslim person. Include gender, class, location (country, city/rural, etc.), language spoken, occupation,

family, challenges, or other information that is not just basic but also alludes to the life experience, the role of Islam for the individual or the society and other large, complex ideas. Could even include info they may not understand yet (Sunni, Shia, Sufi, ethnicity or Muslim group such as Uyghurs)

Small Group

Have students read and discuss their person descriptions. 

Students may need world maps or atlases to locate the places.

Whole Group

Have students place marks where their invented person lives. (can be more than one in 

the same place).

Depending on class size, call up by student or by region (East Asia South Asia, Africa, 

etc.) – could spark discussion on what is meant by or included in those regions.

Discussion (keep track of questions or pose essential questions)

Next Lessons
Acquisition of basic background information

Research projects including visual elements, map, timeline, basic demographics of 

country (area, population density, natural resources, etc.), and summary of issues


