Identifying and Dispelling Stereotypes
Title of Lesson Plan: Identifying and Dispelling Stereotypes

Teacher name: Lauren Keiser Worhach
Subject: World History

Grade Level: lower level high school, middle school

Time Frame: 3 days
Goals:

1. To have the students realize that, even unintentionally, they believe certain stereotypes about people around the world.

2. To have the students find basic similarities between people around the world, despite differences in location, language, customs and religion.

Objectives:
1. The students will identify and discuss stereotypes they hold about people around the world by drawing pictures of what they think people for other areas look like, then researching actual pictures of people with specific occupations from other parts of the world.
2. The students will compare and contrast people around the world by reviewing posters made by fellow classmates, looking for similarities and differences.
3. The students will define stereotype by participating in class discussions, taking notes and completing worksheet.
4. The students will complete a worksheet by using the knowledge they gained through class discussion, research and reviewing other groups’ works.
	Sequence of Activities
	Notes, Directions, questions and procedures
	Materials, resources, examples

	Day 1

Introduction ( hook) – 

       Drawing an ‘American’

       As a class, 10 minutes 

       Drawing Peoples around the         

              World

       In small  groups, 10 minutes

       Discussion 
       As a class, 10 minutes 
            (Bridge)

Lesson - 

       Discover what students     

       already know. 

       Define Stereotypes
 As a class, 15 minutes
Closure – 
       Review definition

       As a class, 5 minutes

Day 2

 Introduction - 
     Review definition of stereotype

     Identify possible stereotypes

     In groups, 5-10 minutes 

Lesson –
    As a group, 35-40 minutes
     Research countries to discover    

     what people their really look      

     like.
      Create a mini poster

     Compare and contrast

Closure 
   Question the class, 5 minutes

Day 3
Set up gallery
Compare and contrast

Individually, 25 minutes
Closure
As a class, 10 minutes
Assessment

Individually, 10 minutes


	    Announce that, as a class, you’re going to draw an ‘American’ on the board.   Using students’ suggestions, you or a student draw a ‘typical American’ in their usual surroundings.

     Next, tell the students they’ll be doing this activity with other areas around the world. Break students up into small groups of 2 or 3.  Give each group a plain piece of paper, a drawing utensil and an index card with a place written on it.  Explain to the students that they have 10 minutes to draw someone from the place, including their native surroundings.

    At the end of the ten minutes, draw the students’ attention back to the American on the board and begin to question it, allowing students time to respond – Does this represent a ‘typical’ Americans? Is this one person a fair representation of the 300 millions Americans?  Is this how a foreigner might view an American?
    Question the class – What is the definition of a stereotype?  Are they all intentional? Are they all dangerous? What are some stereotypes about Americans? Did we include any in our picture? What is the difference between a generalization and a stereotype?
    Students write in their notebook final definition of stereotype.     

Clarify, if necessary.

Questions, comments from the class? 

   Students review their pictures and try to identify anything in there that might be a stereotype.  Make a list.
    Students use the world map to identify where their area is and what is there ( countries, landmarks, etc)
    Students research on the internet the country they were given the day before. 
     Each group must create a mini poster (8.5” x 11”) about their country.  The poster should include the name of their area at the top and 5 pictures of people from that country – a student, a farmer, a businessman, a movie star and a politician.  They can use Microsoft Word to create the poster.  Show them an example you made using America.
    Encourage or limit students to choose their pictures from reputable sources, such as pictures from unbiased news articles.
    Groups compare their picture to the mini poster they made, looking at the possible list of stereotypes they made early in the class.  Do you see any stereotypical things in the pictures who found online? Do you see any similarities between your idea of what a person in there given area would look like and what they actual look like? Do you see any similarities between what Americans look like and what your researched people look like? 
Any insights from the class? What did you discover? Where you surprised at anything you found?
Collect the posters and the original drawings.
Place all mini posters around the room, like a gallery. Include the America example. Also 
   Instruct students to go around the room studying the other groups’ posters and taking notes.  They should be looking for and taking notes on similarities and differences of the people on all the posters. Example: all/ most of the businesspersons are wearing suits; the movie stars all look glamorous but have different styles of dress, etc.

Ask original questions again

What the definition of a stereotype?  Are they all intentional? Are they all dangerous?
Include new questions

Why should we avoid stereotypes?

What are some ways to dispel stereotypes? (research/education)

Hand out the worksheet and go over the questions with the students. Give them the last 10 minutes to start the worksheet review and ask any questions.  They may use any notes they took.  For homework, students complete the worksheet.
Collect and grade. Answers should be appropriate, well thought out and include examples from the class’s drawings and posters.
They should reflect the students’ ability and the lesson taught.
	Chalk, blackboard

White paper, markers/crayons/ colored pencils, index cards with a different area written on each

(can be specific – Ex: listing countries in Asia; or more general - Ex: Western Europe, Central America, Eastern Asia, South Africa, etc)

* The purpose of explaining this after students draw their pictures is so you get an honest representation what they believe people around the world look like.
Notebook, writing utensil
Picture from previous day

World Map

Computers, internet access, printer, printer paper
Teacher-made example with America as the area
Explain the word bias, if they are unfamiliar with it.

Reuters (Reuters.com),  BBC News (news.bbc.co.uk), Associated Press (ap.org),International Herald Tribune (iht.com), National Public Radio (NPR.org)
Record answers, thoughts in notebooks.
Tape

Notebook, pen or pencil

worksheet


* For gifted students – you may want to have them compare news stories, instead of just pictures.  

Examples:
1. Compare and contrast problem of farmers in several different countries (ex: America, Nigeria, and South Korea).  Are they having the same problems? Why is ‘their’ problem our problem?  What can we do to help them? What can their country do to help them?
2. Each group must find a success story from their country, whether it be for a business endeavor, humanitarian effort, entertainment career, etc.  The purpose would be for the students to realize that people around the world, even those we consider ‘less fortunate’, are just as capable as Americans and need support, not pity.
Again, give them a list of reliable, unbiased sources they should search through - Reuters (Reuters.com), BBC News (news.bbc.co.uk), Associated Press (ap.org), International Herald Tribune (iht.com), National Public Radio (NPR.org)
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Name: ____________________________________________

Date: ____________________ Period: __________________
Identifying and Dispelling Stereotypes

What is the definition of a stereotype? (Use your own words)

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
What area / country did you have? ___________________________________________________________

What are some stereotypes your group included in your picture?

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Why should we avoid stereotypes?
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Looking at the groups’ pictures, would you have drawn a similar picture?  If yes, what can you conclude about stereotypes?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

What are some similarities you saw among the people featured in the display?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

What are some differences you saw among the people featured in the display?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Did you see more differences or similarities among the pictures?

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________________________
