African Artist El Anatsui as a Reflection of African Culture: Human Rights Issues and Activism Through Art

Teacher: Joyce Millman

Subject: Art Education

Level: College- Teacher Education

Time Frame: 3 hours

Introduction:

As teachers how will we prepare our students to become more aware and involved in global issues? One suggestion, as discussed in the 2008 University of Pennsylvania Teacher Institute, “making the unfamiliar familiar” will help to connect students to the issues surrounding developing countries. An examination of the work of El Anatsui can provided the framework for future art teachers to reflect on their roles as teachers of social issues, especially how themes of human rights can be incorporated into lesson planning. In West Africa artist El Anatsui has been involved in creating sculpture that transforms common discarded objects from his home in West Africa to sculptural objects for the viewer to contemplate. El Anatsui’s work can connect students of all ages to issues it addresses and especially for art teachers, the beauty, originality and accessibility of his themes and art objects make examining this work a valuable experience.

Goal:

This lesson plan addresses issues related to human rights education and global issues in an art education setting. Students will be involved in activities that will help to broaden their awareness of issues related to human rights and global issues and how they might address this topic in their own classrooms. Goals include positioning students to think about global inequality.

Objectives: what the students will learn and do

1. Recognize global human rights

2. Become aware of resources for teaching about human rights and global issues

3. Become more aware of contemporary cultures in Africa

4. Recognize the value of teaching with an activist stance

Materials:

Pre-prepared handouts- African Studies Center Internet Resources 

Electronic images of El Anatsui’s sculpture

El Anasui ~ Lesson plan for grade 6-9 

Computers

Notebooks and pens

Directions: 
1. Students will be introduced to the art of El Anatsui through slides retrieved from the internet site of the American Museum of African Art:  (http://www.nmafa.si.edu/exhibits/gawu/artworks.html) and a sample lesson plan for grades 6-8. (see Lesson Plan included)
2. Students will be given a list of Human Rights (food, safety, health, education, housing, free time, entertainment) and a list of Internet Resources about Africa. They will be divided into groups of 3 and asked to design an art lesson plan for any grade from K-12 that addresses human rights or global inequities. Students will be encouraged to explore resources on urban Africa, art forms other than masks and everyday activities depicted in children’s literature.

Closure: 

Students will present their lesson plans to the class. 

Assessment:

The plans will be assessed according to their relevance to the themes of human rights, references to global issues and age appropriateness.   

Resources:

http://www.nmafa.si.edu/exhibits/gawu/artworks.html

http://www.artthrob.co.za/05sept/listings_cape.html (resource on contemporary African art)

http://www.africa.upenn.edu/

