The University of Pennsylvania Summer Institute:  Teaching about Islam

Lesson Plan                                                                                   Dominic Saadi

Title:  Globalization – Focus on Islamic Regions of the Middle East, Africa, South Asia, Central Asia, China

Topic: This lesson (one to two week duration) will question the asymmetrical effects of globalization on the “Global South” generally and its Muslim regions in particular. 

Grades:  High School

Objective:  Develop a theory of global political economy.  Students will explore the difficulties of former colonies to “catch up” with the “Global North” by examining their past histories and currrent dependence on the “Developed Countries”  through the lenses of political, socioeconomic and cultural developments. They will examine issues of governance relating to justice and equality, distribution of income, quality of life and opportunity.

Activities:  Each student will select an Islamic country or region to research the effects of globalization.  He or she will be provided with the relevant resources per country/region made available by The Summer Institute and other relevant sources.  The students will then make their presentations, which in turn will be discussed by the entire class.  Afterwards the teacher will provide background and context where necessary, and then introduce and examine the concepts of “Globalization,” “Global North and Global South,” “Dependency Theory,” Neo-Colonialism,” Neo-Liberalism,” “Core/Periphery,” Haves and Have-Nots,” et al.  Furthermore, the method of framing the argument will be discussed to show how it reflects the political interest and ideology of the framer - be it government, media, or think tank.

The research and discussions will then be followed by a debate or panel discussion with questions and answers about the relative merits and harmful effects of globalization on the people of the world.

