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Lesson Plan: Film and Young People's Liberation; Scripting Agency

Subject: Social studies and Literacy: Learned social roles and norms; assimilation and resistance

Grade level: 9-12
Time frame: Between 4 to 6 45 minute periods-- depends on how many film clips are included
  
Goal: Students will critically assess the roles of young people as expressed in film clips. 

Objectives: Students will recall past experiences to discuss the power and use of visual media in society in determining both perceptions of minors and the encouragement or discouragement of young people's agency. Students will analyze characteristic traits of young people portrayed in various movie clips. Students will write a two-page essay describing and analyzing how film influences thinking about young people and their attempts to shape their lives and environments.

PA State Academic Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening: 1.4. 11 B and C; 1.5.11. A, B, C, D, E, F, and G; Social Studies: Time, Continuity and Change, Culture, People, places and Environment

Materials: 5 to 8 movie clips of young people (from preschool to late teens), DVD or VHS projection/ tv unit

Directions: Begin by asking students to imagine an ideal day.  Ask them to write down as many sensory details as possible. Then ask them to write what separates them from having such a day. Introduce the concept of agency and ask students to recall situations where they or another young person faced an obstacle and creatively overcame it. 
       
        Students will be placed into groups to watch selected movie clips and each group asked to watch a specific young person in each of the clips.  They will describe characteristics which are represented about young people by that character.  The students will describe what was done in the film to create those impressions of their character. Students should be able to express whether they perceived their character as empowered or disempowered and to write their impressions.

          Students will share their written thoughts and discuss any prior
experiences of visual media which projects images of young people. Differences in race, class gender and ethnicity should be highlighted. 
  
       Specific attention should be payed to the agency or repression of the characters. How did each one create his or her own destiny? What factors arose to prevent individual characters from reaching their goals? How did each character respond to their obstacles? Students should describe the conditions underwhich adults become allies ar adversaries of the characters. Did the clip seem to empower or express negative stereotypes of minors?  Was the film fiction or non-fiction?
  
Bridges: You may choose to ask students to describe their own attempts to shape their lives and fascilitate a discussion about empowerment and obstacles to it.   

Assessment: Students will submit their written responses.  After reading these and listening to class discussions, instructors should be able to re-introduce any concepts which need clarification. Students may be asked to create posters which highlight their character's agency and effective choices, even for less powerful characters.

Resources: Netflix offers fairly comprehensive descriptions of it's films.
I borrow 3 at a time (for less than $20/month) and preview them for educational content. No late fees. I'm looking forward to using the UPenn resources for a much wider range of film this year! 
          



