Elizabeth T. Van Allen
Middle School Art

Exploring Our Cultural Heritage Through Art

GOAL: 

Students will complete a research project on the art of their cultural heritage or (if heritage is unknown) one of their choice.
OBJECTIVES: 

1. Write a paper with a visual examples and a bibliography answering specific questions determined by the teacher.
2. Turn in a proposal and sketch detailing a project based on the culture’s arts.
3. Make a quality project based on the proposal.

TIME BUDGET:

Six 45-minute class periods.

1: Introduction & research (in library)
2: Research & proposal (in library)
3-5: Working (in art classroom)
6: Class discussion & critique, self-evaluation (paper due)
PA STANDARDS:
9.1.8 A, 9.1.8 B, 9.8.1 C, 9.1.8 E, 9.1.8 J,  9.2.8 D, 9.2.8G, 9.2.8 L, 9.3.8 A, 9.3.8 F, 9.4.8 D
MATERIALS:

· Library access
· Computer & internet access

· Printer

· Assorted art materials based on the needs of the individual students

INTRODUCTION 
(teacher-led discussion)
What does it mean to be a part of a culture?  What contributes to what you look like, talk like, how we interact with each other?  Talk about cultural heritage, immigration.  How do we become culturally removed from our heritage?  What traditions do we have as Americans?  What different traditions do we uphold from the culture of our ancestors?  How do we find out more about where we come from?  What are good places to find this information?  How do you know if an internet source is reputable?
DIRECTIONS

1. Present students with a list of questions that they need to research and the format that the answers should be written in.  In-class research time will be provided during classes 1 & 2, all other research and writing should be done as homework.
2. The project proposal sheet is on the back of the research questions paper.  This proposal must be submitted by the end of the 2nd class period.  

3. Classes 3-5 will be used to work independently on individual cultural exploration projects.

4. Class 6 will be used for class discussion & critiques, self-evaluation by rubric.

CLOSURE:
Pull tables together and lay out all of the projects on them.  Have the students gather around and discuss their success and struggles and comment about their own and each others’ work.  What did we learn from this project?  Why do you think it was assigned?  

Class discussion / critique ground rules:  
· Comments and questions must be constructive in nature.

· Use open-ended comments or questions such as “I find this piece interesting because…” and “I find this part of the painting to be very different from the rest.  Could you explain why?”  

· We don’t use comments such as “I like it” or “I don’t like it” because they are closed-ended and don’t provoke thought or discussion.

ASSESSMENT:
Project assessment:

Self-evaluation rubric (25%)

Teacher evaluation rubric (50%)

Essay (25%)

Small assignments related to larger project:

(5-25 points each – count as small assignments)
Research questions

Project proposal written

Project proposal sketch

Checkpoints-having things in on time, etc. 

RESOURCES:

Various resources will be used based on the student’s chosen topic.  They may use, but are not limited to, books, internet research, and personal interviews (notes or script for interviews must be turned in).

Exploring Our Cultural Heritage Through Art  Student_________________________ Class ______ Score _____/25 
Please circle the box in each column that pertains to your level of participation in each column’s subject.  Add up the numbers in those boxes and write it on the line provided in the top right hand corner of the paper.  Your self-evaluation score counts for 25% of the project grade.
	
	Following Directions
	Understanding of Concepts
	Design Creativity/Originality
	Craftsmanship
	Work Ethic

	Distinguished
	5.  The student has:

· Written a paper with a bibliography answering specific questions determined by the teacher.

· Turned in a proposal & sketch detailing a project based on the culture’s arts.

· Make a quality project based on the proposal.


	5.  The student plans carefully and very successfully executes the specific technique; demonstrates a clear understanding of form and function and utilizes elements and principles very effectively.
	5.  The student thoughtfully explores ideas; plans design idea through sketches or experimental constructions for specific technique; makes connections to previous knowledge and demonstrates excellent problem solving skills.
	5. The student has:

· Displayed mastery in the techniques they have chosen

· Planned and finished their project well
	5.  There is evidence of a considerable effort. The student has maintained an intense focus throughout the project

	Proficient
	4.  The student has followed most of the directions
	4.  The project shows the student applied the principles of design while using some of the elements effectively.
	4.  The student did some degree of planning based on the technique to be utilized and demonstrates a degree of originality. 
	4.  The work is of a technical quality that is the result of above average skills.
	4.  The student has worked in a manner that exceeds the minimal expectations of the instructor.  Studio time was primarily productive.

	Apprentice
	3.  The work shows and understanding of the assignment and an effort has been made to follow the respective guidelines. 
	3.  The student did the assignment adequately; yet it shows a lack of attention to careful planning using elements and principles. 
	3. The student executes an idea with a minimal amount of planning, and carries it out adequately, but lacks originality.
	3.  The work reflects a developing understanding and appreciation for quality craftsmanship.  The student shows a satisfactory amount of control over his/her tools and materials.
	3.  The amount of work presented is satisfactory,  and has met the minimal expectations of the instructor. Worked with varied levels of concentration, may sometimes have been loud or distracting.

	Novice
	2.  The student followed directions in some areas, but the work does not satisfactorily follow the guidelines of the assignment.  
	2.  The assignments was completed and turned in, but showed little evidence of any understanding of the elements and principles of design; no evidence of planning.
	2. The student fulfills the assignment, but there is little evidence of exploration or attempting anything unusual, and little connection between project idea and execution.
	2.  There is a minimal attempt to craft a work of technical quality. 
	2. The amount of work presented is insufficient, had a poor attitude, did not show any serious attempts to concentrate, or distracted others habitually.

	Below Novice
	1.  The student has not satisfactorily adhered to the guidelines of the assignment.  The project indicates that the student did not grasp the concepts.
	1.The student did minimal work with a poor understanding of elements and principles or artwork was never completed. 
	1.  The student shows no evidence of original thought or made no connection between project idea and its execution.
	1.  The work shows no evidence of an attempt to craft works of technical quality.  The work is poorly executed and none of it is satisfactorily completed.
	1.  The student has made no obvious effort to participate in the class project.


             Distinguished  22-25

Proficient  17 – 21

Apprentice 12 – 16

Novice 9 – 11

Below Novice  5 – 10

NAME​​​​​​​​________________________________  DATE__________  CLASS_______
Exploring Our Cultural Heritage Through Art

Please answer the following questions as thoroughly as possible in the space provided, attaching extra sheets as necessary.  Use the library, reputable sites on the internet, personal interviews (provide documentation), family documents, or other reputable sources to complete your research.  Keep a careful bibliography of your sources.  You will be writing an essay (3 paragraph minimum, 12-pt. double spaced) and including cited visual examples of traditional works based on the questions below.

Research Questions:

1. What culture’s art will you be researching?  If you don’t know what your cultural heritage is, you should first ask your family if they know.  If they do not know, choose a culture that you feel connected to.
2. Before researching, list some things you know about this culture and about their art.

3. Based on your research, what facts did you find out about that culture?

4. Based on your research, what did you find out about their art? (What are the traditional art forms, are they functional or serve a purpose, what mediums are used, is art a part of everyday traditional life, are there specific themes or designs that are re-occurring, what are their traditional ways of addressing the elements and principles of design, etc.)
5. Based on your answers to question 2, did you have any misconceptions or stereotypes about this culture before you started your research?  What were they and why do you think that these things came to mind?

6. What things surprised you about the culture and its arts?

What is your educated impression of the culture and its arts?

7. NAME​​​​​​​​________________________________  DATE__________  CLASS_______
Exploring Our Cultural Heritage Through Art: 

Project Proposal
Use this paper to propose and sketch a project based on the culture’s arts in color.  Make sure to point out what features you are planning and explain why.  At the bottom of the page, please list all of the materials you will be needing (paper – what size & type, paint – what kind, clay – what type, any drawing materials, etc.) and the size of your project (all 2-D projects have a minimum requirement of 8”x8”).  All project proposals need to be approved by the teacher before you move on to the actual project. 
Materials I will need:

TIME BUDGET:

Six 45-minute class periods.

1: Introduction & research (in library)

2: Research & proposal (in library)

3-5: Working (in art classroom)

6: Class discussion & critique, self-evaluation
 (paper due)      
