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Cultural Impact on Development of African Kingdoms


World History 
Grades 9 - Honors 
Four Class days  (180 minutes); additional three days in between
Goal:  To help students understand the connection between culture and historical development of Africa from the 600’s – 1500’s. 
Objectives:

1.  Students will conduct research on specific areas of cultural development in specific

African kingdoms

2.  Students will write a detailed research paper on the area that they explored

3.  Students will discuss the impact certain areas of culture play in the development of

societies.
Pennsylvania State Standards:


7.3.9 B  Explain human activity and regions by their cultural characteristics


8.1.9 B  Analyze and interpret historical sources


8.1.9 D Analyze and interpret historical research
Materials:  
Computers with internet access

Background notes on kingdoms histories – students will have just completed a unit on the histories of Ethiopia, Ghana, Mali, Great Zimbabwe and Congo
Directions:

Class Day 1

1.  (20 minutes)  Teacher will begin class by reviewing with students material learned about specific African kingdoms.  Students will then be asked to brainstorm a list of things that compose a culture – list should include language, religion, arts, music, food, entertainment, gender roles, etc.
2.  (20 minutes)  Students will 



Listen to Thabo Mbeki, President of South Africa, on the contribution of the continent towards the development of humanity

- discuss the ideas presented concerning the impact of earliest African culture on the

development of humans

3.  (5 minutes)  Assign homework – each student is to decide on one area of culture and one kingdom to examine for a two – three page research paper.  They will be examining the factual information about this piece of culture in this area of the world and they will be analyzing what impact if any this aspect of culture had on the development of this particular kingdom.
Class Day 2 and 3- Students will report to the computer lab.

1.  (5 minutes) Report to teacher which kingdom and which aspect of culture they will be examining.

.  

2.  (40 minutes)  Students will use the resources below to conduct their research.

Electronic Databases
Galenet:  Student Gold Resource Center, Virtual Reference Library

ABC-Clio:  World Geography, World History Ancient

Power Library:  History Reference Center
Proquest:  History Study Center

Websites

www.afriac.upenn.edu

www.mnhsiedu/africa voices

www.pbs.org/wnet/africa

www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/index.shtml
Students will have an additional three days on their own to continue research and to write their papers.

Class Day 4
1.  (20 minutes)  Students will get together in groups based on kingdom to report out about their findings.  Each group will need to have a secretary and a reporter.
2.  (25 minutes) Students will then share the most important parts of their findings with the class.
Research paper with MLA citations will be handed in at the end of class.

Assessment:  Below is the grading Rubric for this project


Research / factual information /Analysis
60 points


MLA citations 



10points


Presentation 




20 points


Research paper format


10 points 





TOTAL


100 points


