Teacher name: Angela Keeler 

Title of Lesson Plan: Common theme in Folktale: 900 Versions of Cinderella 

Subject: Language Arts 

Grade Level: Seventh grade 

Time Frame: Two weeks of class – Coordinate with art teacher and computer lab. 

Goal: Have the students realize how many folktales have a Cinderella theme throughout the world.  I would like students to have an appreciation for the different cultural elements within the stories.  Have them perform a modern day version and relate the story to personal experiences.   
Objectives: 

Compare and contrast the stories and distinguish between versions.  

Create and perform a modern day version of the story.  

Provide them with versions of the story from China, Japan and students’ choice version to be researched. 

SWBAT know the meaning of the fairy tales and recognize the elements of magic. 

SWBAT respond to folktales through writing, speaking, listening and projects. 

State Standards: 
1.1.7 – Demonstrate fluency and comprehension.

Demonstrate after reading understanding and interpretation of the text. 


Make extensions to related ideas, topics and information.

Make and support with evidence assertions about the texts. . 

1.3.7 – Analyze the use of literary elements by an author including characterization, 


setting, plot, theme, point of view, tone and style. 


Analyze drama to determine reasons for characters’ motivation. 

1.4.7 – Write a play.  
Materials: 

Charles Perrault’s version of Cinderella. (available on www.ask.com) 

Yeh-Shen: A Cinderella Story From China – retold by Ai-Ling Louie 

Hachikazuki – a Japanese version 
Journals, pens, colored pencils 
paper, computers, videos, blackboard, colored chalk, 
graphs, index cards, library
Resources: 

Prentice Hall Literature – Timeless Voices, Timeless themes: Bronze level 

Copyright 2000 by Prentice-Hall Inc. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey (pages 820- 832)  

#1, 

www.youtube.com
www.wikipedia.com
www.ask.com 

University of Pennsylvania Centers and Video Library
Procedures:  

I. 
Explain goals and objectives to students. 
Activate the students’ prior knowledge.  Divide students into groups of four.  Have them do a Mind map.  Mind map is similar to web graphs, but students have to respond taking turns in silence with their own colored pencil.  Cinderella would be in the center of the graph.  Have students discuss within groups first and then share answers aloud with whole class. 
Put web on board using different colors to represent each group’s answers.  Have students come up and write answers on the board.  
II. 
Read aloud the version of Charles Perrault.  Tell students a brief history on author, when it was written and its geographical region. 
Discussion in class: Ask students if this is the version that they recognize?  Students often identify with the Disney version of Cinderella which was based on the Perrault’s version.
During VPA – Watch the Disney cartoon version of Cinderella.  
Journal writing:  Ask students to write down any differences in plot, themes, morals, beliefs or customs from the two tales that they noticed in their journals.  Ask them if they know any other stories of Cinderella.  Ask if it is the first time they have heard about Cinderella?  What do they think of Cinderella’s kindness would they have treated their family the same?  
III.
Journal Topic: Show video clip of the ball room dance scene of Rodgers’ and Hammerstein’s’- Television version and show a clip of Whitney Houston’s version.  Using a Venn diagram in their journals ask them to compare the scenes.  How are they a product of their era?  (Have students play close attention to characters and scenery.) 
Explain to the students how story of Cinderella is common through out the world.  Explain that while Charles Perrault version may be the most common in the United States, the oldest version can be traced to China. Have students point out China on the map.  Ai-Ling Louie was told the story of Yeh-Shen as a child. Her grandmother told it to her. Ai-Ling Louie realized that the tale was first written down during the Tang dynasty (618- 906 A.D.) It was orally handed down for centuries before that. #1  Teacher could dress as Cinderella. (male teacher could dress as Prince) 
Read in small groups the story of Yeh-Shen.  
Have them answer critical questions after they finished reading. (Teacher created) 
Some examples might be: 

What are some of the cultural differences between the stories? 

What themes remain the same? Beauty, triumph over good vs. evil, hard-working girl and prince’s rescue. 

Is she a victim? 

What happens to the step mother and stepsisters in Yeh-Shen?  Is this more realistic? 

Who is the character of the fairy godmother in Yeh-Shen? 

IV.
Show a video clip of Chinese theater.  Point out to the students the costumes elaborate nature and discuss about Yeh-Shen’s clothing. Why is the clothing an important part in the stories.  What does it demonstrate about the characters? 
During computer class:  Have the students research different types of classical Chinese theater.  Direct them to appropriate links. You tube and University of Pennsylvania can be a good sources.  
Students will have to answer - Which type do they think would be best to perform the Yeh-Shen’s story and why?  How is it different from American theater?  What are some of the strengths within each type? 
Have students orally present their answer in front of the class. 

V. 
During VPA – Watch Drew Barrymore’s Ever After.  Have the students compare and contrast the 3 stories.  Is Cinderella a passive heroine in this story?  Why would Cinderella’s roles have changed in this version?  How does it differ in regards to the relationship between Cinderella and the Prince?  Responses may be written or discussed. 
Explain to the students to play close attention to the “Cinderella” role in Japanese version.  Hachikazuki – A Muramachi Short Story by Chigusa Steven.  Ask students to see if they see any parallels to Ever After.
Provide the students with the history of the story. (Attachment provided- Thanks to Professor A. Kano) 

VI.
Students will read the story silently and write down any concepts or words that they did not know.  We would go over in class.  Research all of the remaining concepts off of the internet.  (I think that Buddha concept would definitely come up.)  Have them find another version from a country of their choice.  Have them write a short summary. 
VII.
I would re-read aloud in class.  The story is rich in context and theme.  Students would be asked to explain the differences in how the characters respond to circumstances: looking closely at the stepmother, father, Saisho, Hachikazuki’s mother, Saisho’s parents, and Hachikazuki. 

Students would have to draw a cartoon depicting how Hachikazuki meets each of her challenges.    
VIII.
Watch videos on Japanese theater. (Sources already given in Summer Institute)
Have students compare and contrast the forms of theater.  Does it remind them of any theater that they have seen or read about?

(Perhaps - Shakespeare all men troupes) 

Before leaving classroom – have students tell you on index cards three things that they have learned about Japanese theater.  

For VPA- Have students go to the school library and find a story of Cinderella in a picture book. Students can be given assignment before your visual and performing arts class. Teachers may bring in some extra copies from a public library.  Coordinate with the first or second grade teacher, so that students may read to younger student partners. 

Final assessment: Formal Performance assessment: 

Students will be divided into groups of five.  They have to create a modern rendition of Cinderella.  They are to use any form of Chinese or Japanese theater they wish.  You will need to schedule class time and computer time for more research.  Art teacher can help with scenery and/or puppets.  Because I do not know the various budgets, I decided it was best to have you determine the type of theater to encourage.  

Students will be given two class periods to write play.  Plot and material list must be completed in two days.  Peer editing will take place on the completed work.  They may perform one scene of play.  The class and teacher will vote on the best play.  The class will perform winning play.  The whole class will work on scenes and play.  Each student will have a part in the play.  (Director, stage crew, characters, etc.)   The teacher acts as the facilitator.  
