Eileen M. McKenna
Shawnee High School

Lesson Plan—Summer Institute ‘07

Bunraku and Western Puppet Theater:  A Comparison

Purpose

The purpose of this activity is to introduce students to the Japanese puppet theater by providing a comparison/contrast to that of the U.S./Western puppet tradition.

Objectives

The students will be able to:

· Describe the similarities and differences in the use of puppets in the Japanese and Western cultural traditions
· Analyze the impact of the elements of the puppet theater on the cultural traditions of each region

· Evaluate the importance of this theater in the modern culture

Materials Needed

· Film clips of bunraku (available on youtube.com) or the films Japanese Theater in the World or The Tradition of Performing Arts in Japan from the Center for East Asian Studies) and film clips from Sesame Street
Time Needed

One class period (40 minutes) for initial plan
Procedure

The students will be divided into groups, and they will be provided with the list of discussion questions which evaluate the role of Puppet Theater in the respective societies.  They then view clips of bunraku and Sesame Street.  Discussion questions include the following:

· What is the role of the puppeteer? What impact does viewing or not viewing the puppeteer have?
· Who is the audience of each?  How will this affect the subject matter, acceptance, and significance of the art form?

· Why would a writer of either culture decide to use this art form as opposed to real actors?
· What are the similarities and differences in the way the puppets are dressed, constructed and/or presented to the audience?

Possible follow-up Activities

· Have students read some of the plays of Chikamatsu, and analyze their place in Japanese cultural tradition
· Research Jim Henson’s feelings on the use of puppets as a teaching aid/ cultural tradition

· Have students construct their own puppet theater which combines the elements of both the U.S. and Japanese tradition—one group could make the puppets, one could write the script, one could construct the setting and another could construct/research the costumes

· Have students write a paper comparing and contrasting the impact of the puppet theater in both traditions
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Lesson Plan

Summer Institute—‘07
Bollywood and Hollywood:  Sense and Sensibility in Both Traditions

Purpose

The purpose of this activity is to introduce students to the Indian movie industry.

Objectives

The students will be able to:

· Identify the elements that are characteristic of a Bollywood movie

· Compare/contrast the film treatment of the story, Sense and Sensibility
· Evaluate the ways the techniques used would reflect the culture of India and the U.S.
Materials Needed

· Copy of  I Have Found It (Kandukondain Kandukondain) (director—Rajiv Menon)
· Copy of Sense and Sensibility  (director Ang Lee)

Time Needed
One class period if just clips are shown—more depending on how much of each movie is shown

Procedure

The students will be shown clips of both film versions of Sense and Sensibility.  They will also be given a list of thought questions to consider as they are watching the movies.  Discussion questions could include:

· What differences/similarities do you see in the two versions of the film?
· What makes a Bollywood movie different from a British production?

· How is the story adapted to the culture of Indian society?

· What ideas of the novel are still significant today?  How are themes presented in both films?

· The British version has a Taiwanese director—does this have an affect on the film?

· Why would a 19th century British story be chosen by an Indian director?

· What can you learn about the culture of India and England by viewing these films?
Possible Follow-up/Preview Activities
· Read Sense and Sensibility.  Evaluate how faithful each is to the original story.

· Make a list of the ways each film demonstrates aspects of their culture

· Create a Venn diagram comparing/contrasting the two styles of filmmaking

· Divide the class in half—have each reenact the same scene using the two different styles

NOTE:  If your students don’t like subtitles and want an easier rendition in English, you might consider Bride and Prejudice, an English movie done in Bollywood style by director, Gurindar Chadha.  The film stars Aishwarya Rai and Martin Henderson in a Bollywood adaption of Pride and Prejudice
