Teacher Name:  Rosemary Northcutt
Lesson Plan Title:  Becoming a Link in the Griot Tradition

Subject: Reading/English/Language Arts

Grade Level: 6

Time Frame:  Three Weeks
Background Information: 

 The Corporation for Public Broadcasting’s StoryCorps Griot Initiative (SGI) states, “The griot is part of West African tradition.  It is a role of honor, designating someone who maintains community tradition and memory through storytelling, music, and dance.”

During the time period, 2/15/2007 to 2/28/2008, the SGI will partner with radio stations, historically black colleges and universities, other cultural institutions, and membership organizations to record and distribute the stories of 1,750 African Americans.  The SGI is placing a special emphasis on the stories of World War II veterans and men and women involved in the Civil Rights struggle.  The SGI believes that the sharing of people’s stories will build bonds that celebrate our shared humanity and collective identity.
Our students can become part of this undertaking as they learn about the roles of the griot in West Africa, strengthen their interviewing skills, and write praise poems for family members based on the information gained through interviews and other research.
Goals:

1. To have students learn about the peoples and lands of West Africa.

2. To have students learn about the traditional roles of griots in West Africa.

3. To have students investigate their “roots” and family histories.

4. To have students take on the role of griots in the recording and sharing of personal and family stories.
Objectives:  Students will be able to:
1. Describe the traditional role of griots as presented in the book, Roots, by Alex Haley.

2. Create a timeline containing personal, environmental and historical events.

3. Interview a family member using questions from the StoryCorps Griot Initiative. 

4. Write a poem about the interviewed family member using the Celebration Recipe format that incorporates information from the interview.

5. Perform the poem incorporating music and/or dance with the poem’s words.

Pennsylvania State Literacy Standards:

1.1 A.  Examine the purpose for reading a selected text from various genres before 
reading.

1.2 C.  Produce work in at least one literary genre that follows the conventions of the 
genre.
1.4 A.  Write poems, plays and multi-paragraph narrative items.

1.5 A.  Write with a sharp, distinct focus.

      B.  Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic.

      C.  Write with controlled and/or subtle organization.

      D.  Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

1.6 A.  Listen to others.
      B.  Listen to a selection of literature (fiction and/or nonfiction).

      D.  Contribute to discussions.

      E.  Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations.
      F.  Use media for learning purposes.

Books/Materials:

1. Direction sheets for the Celebration Recipe poem.

2. List of StoryCorps Griot Initiative questions, http://www.storycorps.net/griot/
3. Roots by Alex Haley, Doubleday & Company, Inc., New York, 1976.
4. Part 1 of Roots, the television mini-series, available on video or DVD.

5. Drums, bells, flutes, recorders, etc. and/or CDs of music chosen by students.

6. Tape/CD player.

7. TV with DVD/VCR player.

8. Computer with Internet Access.

Directions:
Day 1

“Hook” 

 Read aloud to the children Chapter 1 (p1-3) of Alex Haley’s Roots.


Children will discuss in pairs the Mandinka traditions related to the naming of a 
new baby.  The ritual ends with the father holding the baby up to the night sky 
and saying, “Behold-the only thing greater than yourself.”


Homework Assignment


Students will ask parents how their names were chosen and will write a paragraph 
describing how they were named.

Day 2

“Hook”


Students will view the section of Part 1 of Roots, the mini-series which depicts 
the birth and naming of Kunta Kinte.  

Then students will share their “naming” paragraphs in pairs.  Each pair will look 
for two similarities and two differences between their families’ processes and the 
Mandinka traditions.



“Bridge” …Family Traditions and Rituals


The students have learned about the rituals for the naming of a child in the 
Mandinka culture and in their own cultures.  They will brainstorm other events in 
an individual’s life for which there may be rituals/traditions.  


Each student will list 5 or more events that have happened in their lives so far, 
and then share the list with a partner.

Homework Assignment


Students will create a personal timeline with at least 5 events, and will choose one 
event to describe in a paragraph.
Day 3

“Hook”


The roles of the jaliba with drums and the arafang who recites the history of the 
Kinte family during the naming ritual will be reviewed.   The concept of the griot 
as one who maintains community tradition and memory will be introduced.  The 
section of Roots re the griot’s beginning recitation of the Kinte family’s ancestral 
history (p.678) will be read aloud.  The historical and environmental details will 
be identified.

Homework Assignment


Students will research and add 5 historical and/or environmental events to their 
personal timelines.

Day 4

“Hook”


The section of Roots (p.679-681) re the impact of the griot’s reciting of the Kinte 
family’s ancestral heritage and its impact on Alex Haley when he feels the 
powerful connection with his Mandinka ancestors and the people of Juffure and 
the neighboring village will be read aloud.  

“Bridge” …Becoming a Link in the Griot Tradition


The students will discuss in Pair-Share the story-tellers and favorite stories of 
their families.  Several students will share a few details from what they learned 
about their partner’s family’s storytellers and/or stories.

A brief description of the StoryCorps Griot Initiative (SGI) will be shared.  One 
of the Sublists of Questions, e.g. School, will be distributed.


Partners will each select a question from the list and take turns practicing the  
asking of the question, listening to the response, and taking notes re the 
response.
Days 4-10


Students will share results from their interviews/ ask questions/ seek assistance 
with the teacher, work partner, and/or the class on a daily basis.

Homework Assignments

1. Students will select a family member to begin interviewing using questions from the SGI, and will select questions from the list which would be appropriate. 

2. Students will interview the selected family members over a week and gather information re the personality characteristics, life history facts, and goals of the individual.
3. Students will write a praise poem using the format of the Celebration Recipe for the individual who’s been interviewed.
4. Students will practice “speaking” the poem, and will begin adding music and/or dance elements to a “performance” version of the poem.

Days 11-15 
Students will present their poems in the classroom setting, and edit as needed.  

Then students will begin practicing the presentation of their poems with added music and/or dance with the involvement of other classmates as desired, first in the classroom, and then in the auditorium on the stage.
Closure

After practice time at home, in the classroom, and in the school auditorium, there will be a student performance of the praise poems for family members that will include the spoken word accompanied by music and/or dance.  The performance will begin with a statement about the roles of griots in West Africa, the StoryCorps Griot Initiative and the part that students can play in “maintaining community tradition and memory through storytelling, music and dance.”  Family members will be invited to the performance.
Assessment

1.   Scoring of the Celebration Recipe poems according to the rubric point system. 

2.    Assessment of the performance piece noting the clarity of the spoken word and 
 
 the addition of music and/or dance.

3.    Review of student work completed during the unit, e.g. “naming” paragraphs,    
 
 timelines, selected interview questions, and notes.

Extensions

1. Visit the Kunta Kinte-Alex Haley Foundation, Inc. website, www.kintehaley.org 

       for information re Alex Haley, Kunta Kinte, Genealogy, the Memorial in 
Annapolis, and resources for teachers.

2. Listen to collected stories in the online StoryCorps archives by going to www.npr.org and entering StoryCorps Griot Initiative.  Listen to excerpts from stories like Jim McFarland’s A Childhood in the Segregated South.  The stories are broadcast on 91FM on Tuesdays.
3. Read more about griots at www.geocities.com/jbenhill/griots
4. Listen to samples of Kora and Manding music at www.coraconnection.com
5. Read the entire section of Roots devoted to Kunta Kinte’s life in West Africa (p.1-149).
6. Watch the entire section of Part 1 of Roots, the TV mini-series which presents Kunta Kinte’s life in West Africa.

7. Watch the performance by Griot 3 titled Griot: He Who Sings the Sweet Word on You Tube.  The three performers present poems by Langston Hughes and other African American poets. 

8. Watch the instruction in drumming of a three-year-old boy by his griot father in Toumany TamTam and Toumany Tam Tam II on You Tube.
9. Watch Art of the Xalam (the West African precursor of the banjo) on You Tube.

Name:  ____________________________        Date: _________________

CELEBRATION  RECIPE

Select a family member or friend to honor.  Make a list of qualities, life history facts, and goals of the individual.  Think about all these things and how they contribute to the person you admire.

Match these things with “recipe” words, e.g. bake, baste, beat, blend, boil, brew, broil, chop, combine, dice, dissolve, fold in, garnish, grate, grill, knead, marinate, melt, mix, mold, peel, sauté, simmer, stew.

Create a “recipe” for the individual with at least 8 steps.

Find or create an illustration for your “recipe”.

Arrange your “recipe” with the illustration on a ½ sheet of poster board or a plain sheet of paper (without lines).

_____ The title, “Recipe” for  _________  ______________.

            (Enter the name of the person who is being honored.)

_____ An 8-step “recipe” using cooking terms in combination with qualities 


 and life events related to the person being honored.

_____ An illustration related to the person being honored.

_____ Student’s Name in the bottom right-hand corner.

_____ Student’s Section in the bottom right-hand corner under the  Name.            

_____ Spelling.

_____ Grammar.

_____ Overall Appearance.  

_____ Timeliness.  This project is due on _________________. 

Parent Signature: __________________________  Date: _____________
Student Name:____________________________   Date:____________

CELEBRATION RECIPE MARK SHEET

_____ The title, “Recipe” for________________________.

_____ An 8-step “recipe” using cooking terms in combination with qualities 


 and life events related to the person being honored.

_____ An illustration related to the person being honored.

_____ Student’s Name in the bottom right-hand corner.

_____ Student’s Section in the bottom right-hand corner.

_____ Spelling.

_____ Grammar.

_____ Overall Appearance.  

_____ Timeliness.  

_____ Total Score 

Student Name:____________________________   Date:____________

CELEBRATION RECIPE MARK SHEET

_____ The title, “Recipe” for________________________.

_____ An 8-step “recipe” using cooking terms in combination with qualities 


 and life events related to the person being honored.

_____ An illustration related to the person being honored.

_____ Student’s Name in the bottom right-hand corner.

_____ Student’s Section in the bottom right-hand corner.

_____ Spelling.

_____ Grammar.

_____ Overall Appearance.  

_____ Timeliness.  

_____ Total Score
