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Sample Lesson Plan: Asian Culture
Guiding Questions:

What is Culture?

Culture: Taken in its ethnographic sense those mores, folkways and any other capability acquired by man in a given society at a given time.   

What are the cultural differences and stereotypes that plague the Asian Community? 

Audience: This lesson is appropriate for High School Social Studies and World History Class

Pennsylvania Standards: culture, time continuity & change, people, places and environment

Introduction: All groups of people have helped to shape our nation, yet most of us have not learned or have taken the time to understand them Many stories of people of different backgrounds have been ignored by the American mainstream. They failed to show the achievements of people who are not part pf the dominant culture.

Goal:  I would like my students to recognize both differences and similarities in society and learn to embrace the diversity for improving the quality of life. 
Objective: Students will be able to learn to appreciate the contributions each group and to live comfortable with the knowledge they will obtain.

Instructional Plan:

Before you begin to teach:

Warm Up Activity -Teachers can discuss what students know, want to know and learned KWL
Key Terms to define

Immigrant

Refugee

Culture

Stereotype

Suggested Strategies and Activities (Chunking and Class Discussion)

Group Activity “Dream It!  For others to have a deeper understanding of another culture.
1. Organize class into groups. Have students organize into four groups of four. “Pandya” and “Chispa” Ten questions are asked of group which they must vote by group. One group leader will raise paper of an X or 0.
Pandya

Pandya Cultural Norms

Pandyas prefer to interact with members of their own culture.

Pandyas do not initiate conversation. They speak only when spoken to.

Pandyas have very formal speech patterns. For example, they always use “sir” and ma’am.”

Among Pandyas, women have more status than men. Men are chaperoned by Pandya women.

Pandya men avoid eye contact with women from other cultures.

Pandya men do not talk directly to women from other cultures. They respond through their chaperones.

Pandya men can talk to men from other cultures. They can maintain eye contact with men from other cultures.

Chispa Cultural Norms

Chispas are informal and friendly.

Among Chispas, there are no gender roles. Men and women behave the same way.

Chispas are outgoing. They love to make contact with people from other cultures.

Chispas contacts are brief and casual.

Chispas are democratic and call everyone by his or her first name.

Chispas value cross-gender contacts more than same- gender contacts.   
Class Discussion: Voting Results. Cross-Cultural Understanding   

2. Discuss the differences of the differences between the Asian and the American (European) Culture. For Example:

                                              Asian                                                   American (European)

Values                              Cooperation within family                     Competition even                                    

                                          and community                                      within  family

Money & Relationship     Does not necessary put an                        Emphasize

                                         Monetary value to every-                        individuality. Puts a 

                                         thing, may freely share                            monetary value to 

                                                                                                         everything, including                   

                                                                                                         relationships

Attitude towards             Poverty is a sign of misfortune,                Sign of laziness

the poor                           sympathy and help, it could     

                                        happen to you                                 
The Aging and                A sign of maturity, experience                 Sign of senility

Aged                               and wisdom

Homework Have students trace the events that led to the Viet Nam War and later arriving in America
Students will be graded on class participation and homework assignment 

                 Have students visit the Welcome Center and become Pen Pals to mark anniversary of Cultural Exchange Program

Community gives us roots. Change gives us branches, letting us stretch and grow and reach new heights- Paulina Kezek   .
Building Bridges: A Peace Corps Classroom Guide to Cross-Cultural Understanding Coverdell World Wise School
