Dr. Portia Brandt

A Trickster Tale from Africa

Grades:  K, 1, & 2

Subject:  Language Arts and Reading
Time Frame:  Two forty minute lessons
Goal:  The lesson will provide the students with an example of West African story as it provides the students with an understanding of a “trickster” tale coupled with a comparison to “Brer Rabbit”, the U.S. version of the tale.  

Objectives:  

The students will be able to make a comparison/contrast between the stories “Zomo the Rabbit” and “Brer Rabbit.”  
The students will be able to give an example from the story to represent the “trickster” aspect of the story.  

The students will be able to write a paragraph comparing the two tales citing not less than two areas of similarity.  

The students will be able to draw an illustration for their writing that exemplifies their choice of comparison.  
Standards Addressed in the Lesson:

Pennsylvania Content Standards Grade Level Benchmarks 

1.1 Learning to Read Independently Pre-K K 1 2 3 

A. Before reading preview illustrations, activate prior knowledge, and make predictions about story type (e.g., real, make-believe, informational)
9.2. Historical and Cultural Contexts 

9.2.3. GRADE 3

Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to identify, compare, contrast and analyze works in the arts in their historical and cultural context appropriate for each grade level in concert with districts’ social studies, literature and language standards.
G. Relate works in the arts to geographic regions:

· Africa

· Asia

· Australia

· Central America 

· Europe

· North America

· South America

Background information:
	Brer Rabbit Stories


Brer ("Brother") Rabbit is a trickster character in folktales of African, African-American, and Native American Culture. Brer Rabbit is the consummate trickster, who typically matches wits with Brer Fox, whom he always bests. The Native American tribes of the eastern seaboard of the United States also have a tradition of incorporating the Rabbit as a trickster in their myths and legends.

Hook:
Previous to this lesson, the teacher has read the tale, “Brer Rabbit” to the class of first graders.  A discussion has taken place and the students are beginning to understand the “Trickster” tale genre.  Pictures of Brer Rabbit are displayed for the students to see and the book “Zomo the Rabbit” is placed on the easel at the front of the room.  The students are asked to listen as the teacher reads the West African Tale, “Zomo the Rabbit” and think about the connections they can make to another story they have recently read together.  

Directions:

The teacher will read the story “Zomo the Rabbit” aloud to the first grade students as the pictures/illustrations are shared.  
Upon completion of the reading, the teacher will ask the students, “Why is this story a trickster tale?”  

Discussion will be guided to reveal the way Zomo tricked the Big Fish, Wild Cow and Leopard in the story.  

These tricks will be written on the board, reviewed, and discussed until the students are able to verbally explain the tricks involved.  

Once completed, the students will be asked, “What other story come to mind?”  

The teacher will guide the students to discuss the similarities of the two stories.   

The teacher will guide the students to discuss the differences of the two stories.   

These will be written on chart paper and displayed in the classroom.

The student will be asked to write a paragraph comparing the two tales citing not less than two areas of similarity.  

The students will draw an illustration for their writing that exemplifies their choice of comparison.  

Closure:
Pictures and writings will be displayed in the classroom and a “walking of the walls” will be done by students so they can see the work of all their classmates and read their paragraphs based on the two tales.  
Assessment:
The students will be assessed on their writing and illustration using a four point rubric.  
4 points – 
The writing contained two areas of similarity between the two stories.  The use of proper punctuation and grammar was consistently exemplified in the writing.  The sentences made sense and flowed properly for the reader.  The illustration exemplified the writing.  
3 points – 

The writing contained two areas of similarity between the two stories.  Proper punctuation and grammar was used in the writing with not more than 2 errors.  The sentences made sense and flowed properly for the reader.  The illustration exemplified the writing.  

2 points – 

The writing contained one area of similarity between the two stories.  Proper punctuation and grammar was used in the writing with not more than 5 errors.  The illustration exemplified the writing.  

1 point – 

The writing contained one area of similarity between the two stories.  Proper punctuation and grammar was used in the writing with more than 5 errors.  The illustration exemplified the writing.  

0 point – 

The writing contained no area of similarity between the two stories.  Proper punctuation and grammar was used in the writing with more than 8 errors.  The illustration was not attempted.  
Resources:
“Zomo The Rabbit” by Gerald McDermott
· Brer Rabbit Meets a Tar Baby
Well now, that rascal Brer Fox hated Brer Rabbit on account of he was always cutting capers and bossing everyone around. So Brer Fox decided to capture and kill Brer Rabbit if it was the last thing he ever did! He thought and he thought until he came up with a plan. He would make a tar baby! 

· Brer Fox Catches Old Man Tarrypin
Well now, Brer Rabbit had made friends with Old Man Tarrypin, a big turtle that lived in the pond near his house. Brer Rabbit and Old Man Tarrypin liked to pull tricks on Brer Fox, and that rascally fellow got pretty mad about it. Since he couldn't catch Brer Rabbit nohow, Brer Fox decided that he'd get even with Old Man Tarrypin instead. He started walking beside the pond every day, hoping to find the turtle out of the water. 

· Brer Rabbit Falls Down the Well
One day, Brer Rabbit and Brer Fox and Brer Coon and Brer Bear and a lot of other animals decided to work together to plant a garden full of corn for roasting. They started early in the morning and raked and dug and raked some more, breaking up the hard ground so it would be ready for planting... 

· Brer Rabbit Fools Sis Cow
Now Brer Rabbit was skipping down the road one day heading for his home in the briar patch when he spotted Sis Cow grazing in the field. It was a mighty hot day and Brer Rabbit was thirsty. Some milk would be real fine on such a warm afternoon... 

· Brer Rabbit Earns a Dollar-A-Minute
One fine morning, Brer Fox decided to plant him a patch of goober peas. He set to with a will and before you know it, he had raked and hoed out a beautiful patch of ground and he put in a fine planting of peas. It didn't take too long before those goober vines grew tall and long and the peas ripened up good and smart. Now Brer Rabbit, he'd watched Brer Fox planting the goobers and he told his children and Miz Rabbit where they could find the patch... 

· Rabbit Plays Tug-of-War
Now Rabbit had a favorite place on the river where he always went to drink water. It was on a bend in the river, and two Snakes lived there, one on the upper side of the bend and one on the lower. Rabbit soon learned that neither of the Snakes knew that the other Snake lived there. Ho, ho, ho, thought Rabbit. I am going to have a bit of fun! (Native-American) 

· The Trickster Tricked 
(In which Terrapin the Turtle outwits the Trickster Rabbit)
Rabbit and Terrapin met near the stream one morning. It was a lovely clear day, and they both basked in the warm sunshine and swapped some stories. Rabbit started boasting that he was the fastest runner in the world. Terrapin wasn't having any of that! No sir! (Native-American) 

· Brer Rabbit and the Mosquitos
What is Brer Rabbit going to do about all them pesky mosquitos? 

· Brer Rabbit and the Riding Horse
Brer Rabbit seeks revenge against Brer Fox! 
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Comments? Email us at webmaster@americanfolklore.net 
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© S.E. Schlosser 1997 - 2006. 

This site is best viewed while eating marshmallows around a campfire under a starry sky. 
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Brer Rabbit
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Encyclopædia Britannica Article 
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trickster figure originating in African folklore and transmitted by African slaves to the New World, where it acquired attributes of similar native American tricksters (see trickster tale); Brer, or Brother, Rabbit was popularized in the United States in the stories of Joel Chandler Harris (1848–1908). The character's adventures embody an idea considered to be a universal…

Brer Rabbit... (75 of 92 words) 
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Song of the South Characters
From the bodacious Brer Rabbit to Miss Nellie the butterfly, here's where to find almost all of the characters that appeared in Song of the South.

It's important to note that only a few of Disney's "Brers" and "Sisses" appeared in Song of the South; dozens more appeared in Disney's Uncle Remus comics and story books published from the 1940's well into the 1980's. But that's a whole 'nother project!
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Brer Rabbit
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"Don't worry 'bout me! I can take care of myself!"
Brer Rabbit is the most out-doin'-est, bodacious critter you ever seen! But all too often he puts his foot into things. Every time he gets caught by Brer Fox and Brer Bear, though, he's always getting himself out of trouble by tricking them! Some times are easier than others, but in the end, Brer Rabbit always comes out on top.

Brer Rabbit's voice was performed by Johnny Lee.

 

Brer Fox
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"I got 'im this time!"
Brer Fox is sly and smart when it comes to devising plans to catch Brer Rabbit. Brer Fox rarely buys into Brer Rabbit's tricks, and Brer Rabbit rarely buys into Brer Fox's tricks, so there's a mutual respect there. The only difference is, Brer Fox likes rabbit stew. And if it weren't for Brer Bear, he'd probably have it by now.

Brer Fox's voice was performed by James Baskett.

 

Brer Bear
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"I'm gonna knock his head clean off!"
Brer Bear is not known for his brains, but for his brawn. Always wielding a club, you'd best not anger this bear! Brer Fox's sidekick, he too likes the taste of rabbit stew and will help the fox any way he can to get Brer Rabbit. Trouble is, he's more hindrance than help because he tends to get fooled by Brer Rabbit quite a lot.

Brer Bear's voice was performed by Nick Stewart.

 

Brer Frog
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"That young scamp is going to put his foot into it..."
Brer Frog stays out of things; he's merely the amphibian on the side lines who says "I told you so" when Brer Rabbit is tied up and about to be roasted by Brer Fox and Bear. More of a spectator than player, he always has advice to give and has a good friendship with Uncle Remus.

Brer Frog's voice is speculated to have been performed by Roy Glenn, but this remains unconfirmed.

 

Mr. Bluebird
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Mr. Bluebird is one of Uncle Remus' companions. With his top hat and cane, he chirps cheerfully along to Uncle Remus' "Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah." He's also seen at the end of the movie on Johnny's shoulder.

 

Sis Moles
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The three Sis Moles sing along with Uncle Remus in "Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah" after Mr. Bluebird knocks on their door.

 

Bumblebees
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A whole bunch of bumblebees appear in Song of the South, but we only see three really up close. They accompany Uncle Remus during "Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah".

 

Hummingbirds
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There are also three hummingbirds, all of which accompany Uncle Remus during "Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah."

 

Brer Terrapin
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Brer Terrapin can be seen chasing after Uncle Remus and racing with Teenchy the dog at the end of the film.

 

Miss Possum (and Children)
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"Pretty good, sure as you're born!"
Miss Possum appears with her three children in tow during the song "How Do You Do?"

 

Miss Nellie (and Butterflies)
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Miss Nellie is one of the butterflies who greets Uncle Remus during the song "How Do You Do?"

 

The Tar Baby
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The Tar Baby isn't exactly a "Brer" or "Sis", but it does deserve some recognition! The Tar Baby was created by Brer Fox and Brer Bear in order to catch Brer Rabbit. And it worked! So, hats off to the Tar Baby! (No pun intended, of course. :)
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